
PRELUDE                                                    “And the Angels Sang” 

                                                “Go, Tell It on the Mountain” 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 

     The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light 

     Those who lived in a land of deep darkness– on them light has shined. 

     The light shines in the darkness. 

     And the darkness did not overcome it. 

     For Christ is born in Bethlehem. 

     Come, let us adore him. 

 

*OPENING CAROLS                             O Come, All Ye Faithful (v. 1 & 6)                          UM Hymnal  234 

              Angels from the Realms of Glory (v. 1, 3, & 4)              UM Hymnal 220 

 

BIDDING PRAYER 

 

SCRIPTURE LESSON                         ISAIAH 9:2-7                                             JO MILLER 

 

CAROL                            The First Noel (v. 1 & 2)                             UM Hymnal 245 

 

GOSPEL READING                              JOHN 1:1-5, 14                                 PASTOR ROB HAMILTON 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC                           CARLEY & CALLIE ACKLAND  

  

CHRISTMAS READING                      “Michael Mouse”                                 WILD GOOSE WORSHIP 

 

CAROL                       In the Bleak Midwinter                               UM Hymnal 234 

      (each verse sung one at a time throughout the reading) 

 

OFFERING                                                                       “What Child is This?”  

*DOXOLOGY                                     UM Hymnal 95 

 

INVITATION TO THE TABLE 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION & PARDON (unison) 

 God of Love Incarnate, 

 we confess that, with the shepherds, we are terrified of your glory; 

 for in your glory’s light we see plainly all that is wrong in the world: 

 how oppression still enslaves; 

 how garments of war are still stained with blood; 

 how those seeking refuge still find no place of safety. 

 We also see what is wrong in us: 

 how passionately we pursue the things of this world, 

 but forget to ponder the mystery of faith; 

 how we do not practice the peace you intend 

 in our relationships, our community, or even in our church. 

 Forgive us we pray, and help us not to be afraid. 

 Like the shepherds, 

 we want to follow and find you.  Amen. 

            (Silent Prayer) 

 

*PASSING THE PEACE 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING    

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

… And so, we raise our voices with saints and angels and all creation in joyful praise to you singing, 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of goodness and life, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the 

highest. 

… And so we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven.   Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses as 

we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

COMMUNION 

 

*CLOSING CAROL              “Go, Tell It on the Mountain”          UM Hymnal 251  

 

*BENEDICTION 

 

POSTLUDE                                                                            “Joy on Christmas Day” 

 

*Please Stand  
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United Methodists have a long history of generously carrying for the poor, sick, orphaned, widowed, homeless, hun-

gry and marginalized. 

United Methodists can be found on every continent but Antarctica seeking to do as Jesus said: “I was hungry and 

you fed me, I was thirsty and you gave me a drink, I was homeless and you gave me a room, I was shivering and 

you gave me clothes, I was sick and you stopped to visit, I was in prison and you came to me.  Truly I tell you, just 

as you did it to one of the least of these  who are members of my family you did it to me.’” (Matthew 25:35,40) 

Locally, as United Methodists in Rochelle you’ll find our people and dollars at work all over our community: from 

big community-wide projects like the food pantry and homeless shelter; to helping individuals keep lights on or 

make a first month’s rent; to living out one’s faith in the classroom; ring the bell for the Salvation Army; helping a 

neighbor; listening to a friend; working with the Hub Cluster mission team. The dollars and hours spent locally are 

really difficult to measure because so much of it happens beyond our church’s budget and formal ministries.  

Globally, United Methodists are 12 million people strong and growing. When you put the dollars and hours of 12 

million people together - the world is changed for good; we do as just as Jesus said above. Our global mission ef-

forts support:  

 Over 300 missionaries; (and UM missionaries don’t just teach the Bible, but they teach farming and agriculture, 

how to care for newborns, how to read and write, how to take a micro-loan and turn it into a business that can 

feed a family).  

 Hot, healthy meals to NIU students who struggle to pay tuition & keep food in the pantry.  

 Partnering with groups on the ground in Aleppo providing humanitarian aid to survivors and refugee support in 

Lebanon as 1/3rd of the Lebanese population are refugees from places like Syria.  

 The administrative costs of UMCOR so that 100% of donations for relief, go towards relief.  

 Rehab houses through partnerships with Habitat, Rockford New Hope.  

 Fight & treat diseases like: Malaria, HIV/AIDS, Tuberculosis from Chicago to the Congo.  

 

In 2016, RUMC has made a commitment of nearly $40,000 to global mission work. We’ve surpassed the $30,000 

mark and the number is growing fast!  

Because we are passionate about missions we’re committing all (yes, ALL) of our Christmas Eve, Christmas Day 

and all Christmas special offerings to missions work through our apportionment giving. If everyone donated $53 for 

global missions, who also donated to mission work in 2015 we’d meet our goal easily!  

Want to make a generous gift tonight? A gift bigger than what you can get out of the ATM? Scan the code below or 

go to http://www.rochelleumc.com/#/donate on your smartphone to make a secure credit card donation now or do it 

during the Christmas message.  I promise I won’t mind!  

Thank you for your generous support of global mission work.  


